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Come out of the Shade

Michelangelo once said, “Every block of stone has 
a statue inside it and it is the task of the sculptor to 
discover it.” The artist was born in 1475, but he might 
not have guessed what he saw in stone would serve 
as a great foundation for new creations in the modern 
world. To many, stone don’t glitter like gold or if it is 
clear as crystal. It may seem to be good only for making 
kitchenware, bath tubs or sinks with its natural colours 
and textures, but you’ll never know its other uses unless 
you try. 

Being inspired by her sculptor father, Francesca Mo has 
developed a passion for art when she was little and later 
turned it into the making of stone jewellery. “From an 
early age, he taught me how to see things from a different 
perspective and consider the importance of proportion,” 
she said. “Long silent walks with him along the banks 
of the river Ticino, observing everything around us were 
the best training for my job,” she added. 

Abandoned Beauty

It is not gemstone that she uses in her collection, 
but ordinary stone that we find in our surrounding 
environment, the abandoned beauty of the nature. 

When asked what inspired her to use stone in her works, 
she said, “I have always been fascinated by the work 
that time operates on natural objects and on artefacts 
abandoned by people.” She also said, “Every stone we 
see is a hypothetical gemstone worked by time and 
nature.” 

In her collection, she uses sandstones to create objects in 
the unique shades of grey and white. By placing them on 
little plates of metal, such as gold and silver, Mo thinks 
it is the simplest way to enhance their precious nature.  

Basic Attraction

Being an architect and jewellery designer herself, Mo 
believes the objects she creates have to be clean, basic 
and attractive. In her designing career, she also wants to 
convey a message to the world by means of her works 
– The meaning of something is far more important than 
the object itself. 

Mo thinks poetry can be found in everything and why 
stones fascinate her is because they are the storytellers of 
time. When asked about her choice of colours, she said, 
“I love their natural colours, I don’t even polish them.” 
She also said, “I think that contrast between stone and 
metal is good enough to make any pebble stand out.”
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Heavy Challenge

Though Mo sees stone as good as any other materials, 
she faces a challenge of giving lightness to her works. 
“Stones are heavy, and this isn’t good in jewellery, 
especially earrings,” she said. When asked how she 
overcame her challenge, she said, “Cutting stones into 
thin slices solves the problem, and this also allows us to 
focus on shapes and natural colours.”  

Making use of the shades and textures, Mo’s unique 
stone jewellery pieces have received a positive feedback 
from her clients. Apart from earrings and necklaces, she 
has also made rings and is now studying a good design 
for cufflinks. 

Focus NOW 

So, you worry about chemicals in plastics, rusting of 
metal or that you have to cut too many trees for wood? 
Honestly, there are or will be problems of material 
shortages as natural resources are becoming increasingly 
scarce. Together with our rising awareness over treatment 
of mine workers, people will look to materials they 
previously regarded as “waste” for their creations or 
purchases. 

Before she set up her own line for jewellery, Mo was 
making use of stones to create her furniture and interiors. 
After having designed some jewellery pieces for her 
mother in 2012, her talent was discovered by Director 
Jean Bleanchaers of Gallery Bleanchaers. He was also 
the master mind behind the first exhibition of Mo – Sea 
Glass mounted on Gold. 

Earlier in 2013, Mo had her new Neutra collection 
launched. When asked about whether stone jewellery will 
become a trend in the future, Mo said, “I believe people 
are turning towards what is beautiful yet immediately 
available.”      
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